
User Guide

Download the Forest Watcher app from Google Play or the Apple App store. 

Log in to Forest Watcher using your Facebook, Twitter, or Google account. If you already use MyGFW on Global 
Forest Watch, we recommend that you log in using the same account.

Set up an area to monitor and load the latest GLAD deforestation or VIIRS fire alerts. You can also set up and 
manage areas of interest on the Forest Watcher website and they will sync with the mobile app.

Monitor your area by viewing alerts on the map. If you are near your area, Forest Watcher will help you navigate 
to alerts using the GPS on your mobile device.

Navigate to your area and submit a report about what you discover.

Use the Forest Watcher desktop website to manage areas of interest, create custom report templates, set up 
teams to monitor areas, and manage contextual data layers you want to view in the mobile app.

www.fw.globalforestwatch.org

How Forest Watcher works:
Download

Log in

Set up an area

Monitor alerts

Report on your area

Customize and set up a team

Forest Watcher is a mobile application designed to bring the 
dynamic online forest monitoring and alert systems of Global 
Forest Watch (GFW) offine and into the field. With Forest Watcher, 
communities, protected area rangers, and forest managers around 
the world can access forest change data, investigate alerts in 
areas of interest, and collect information from the field, regardless 
of internet connectivity. The app is available on Android and Apple 
devices in English, French, Spanish, Portuguese, and Indonesian. 



Set up an area of interest
1. Open Forest Watcher on your mobile device and log in with your Facebook, Twitter, or Google account. If 
you already use MyGFW on Global Forest Watch, we recommend that you log in using the same account.
2. The first time you log in to the app, you will be prompted to set up an area that you want to monitor.
3. Draw your area by tapping points on the map. You can view contextual data to help you draw an area 
using the map layers icon in the top right corner of the map.
4. Name your area and click “Finish.” Your area will then appear on the home screen.
5. Click the gear icon in the top right corner of the home screen to create additional areas.

Select alerts for your area
1. Select your area from the home screen to view it on the map.
2. Click on the green gear icon in the bottom right corner of the screen.
3. Choose an alert system and time frame to view.
4. Click back to the map to see the alerts in your area. Zoom in to view individual alerts.
5. To make the alerts you selected available offline, go back to the home screen and click on the green  
download icon. This will allow you to view the alerts you selected and a basemap (up to zoom level 12)  
without internet connection.
6. When new alerts are available for your area, the download icon will change to an update icon. Click to 
load new alerts.

View alerts and navigate to your area
1. Select your area from the home screen to view it on the map.
2. You will see alerts as pink pixels within your area. A circle with a number indicates the number of alerts in 
a location. Zoom in to alerts.
3. Click on a pixel to select the alert. Your GPS position and distance from the location will appear in the 
bottom left corner of the screen. If you are close to your area, you will see a green dot on the screen showing 
your current location and an arrow indicating the direction that you’re facing.
4. Once you select an alert (or any location on the map), you can submit a report. 

Report on your area
1. Select an area from the home screen to view it on the map.
2. Click on an alert and the “Report” button will appear. If the alert is in a cluster, you will also see an option 
to report on the group of alerts instead of just the alert you selected.
3. You can also create a report for a location that does not have an alert. Just tap anywhere on the map and 
the “Report” button will appear.
4. Complete the report by taking a photo and answering the questions.
5. Review your report and click “Save” when you’re ready to submit it. The report will upload once you regain 
internet connection. You can also use the bookmark tab to save a report as a draft and complete it later.
6. You can view all of your reports by clicking on “My reports” from the home screen.

Forest Watcher mobile app



Manage and create areas

View and download reports

1. Click on the Reports tab at the top of the page.
2. Here you can see all submitted reports, including the lat/long  
coordinates where the report was submitted, report name, area of 
interest it was filled out for, date, and user who submitted it.
3. Use the fields across the top to filter reports by the report name, 
area, or date, to do a custom search.
4. Click on “DOWNLOAD ANSWERS” in the top right corner of the 
page to download a CSV file with all responses. You can then do your 
own analysis on the report responses or import them to a mapping  
software like ArcGIS Online or CARTO.

Forest Watcher desktop website

1. The Forest Watcher desktop landing page will show areas that 
you set up in the mobile app.
2. To manage an existing area, click on the pencil icon. Use the tools 
on the right side of the map to edit the boundaries of your area.
3. To create a new area of interest, click on “ADD AREA.” Use the tools 
on the right side of the map to draw a shape on the map.
4. The next time you open the mobile app, your updated or new 
areas will appear.

On the Forest Watcher desktop website, you can manage areas of interest 
that you already created and set up new ones. Any changes will be synced 
with the mobile app the next time you open it.

Create custom reports

You can view and filter all submitted reports and download them as a  
spreadsheet for further analysis.

1. Click on the Templates tab at the top of the page.
2. Here you can see all report templates. The default template is 
called the “Forest Watcher Questionnaire.”
3. To create a new report template, click on “CREATE A TEMPLATE.”
4. Select the area of interest that you want to assign the report to, 
choose a language, and add a title for your questionnaire.
5. Add questions to your report template. You can choose text, 
image, single selection, multiple selection, or number responses.
6. When you’re ready to collect responses for the report, switch the 
report to “Published” and click “Save.”

Use the Forest Watcher desktop website to create custom report templates, 
so that you can monitor what you want in your areas of interest.



Set up a team

Manage contextual data sets from GFW

1. Click on the Settings tab at the top of the page and then “Layers.”
2. Here you can see all contextual layers that you have selected.  
“Public layers” are data sets from Global Forest Watch included in the 
app by default. “Team layers” are data sets that you share with your 
team. “My layers” are layers that you add to view yourself.
3. On the right you can select additional contextual layers from GFW, 
such as oil palm, wood fiber, and mining concessions. Check the boxes 
next to layers you want to add, and choose whether you want to make 
them available for your team. Then click “ADD.”
4. Toggle the layer on under “Selected Layers” and then click “DONE.” 

Forest Watcher desktop website

1. Click on the Settings tab at the top of the page.
2. Create a name for your team and add areas of interest that the 
team is responsible for.
3. Invite members to join your team by typing in their email and 
clicking “ADD.” They will receive an email inviting them to join. To 
be on a team, everyone must have a MyGFW account on  
www.globalforestwatch.org. If someone doesn’t have access to 
Global Forest Watch, you can create an account for them using their 
Facebook, Twitter, or Google log in and email address. You can be on 
one Forest Watcher team per email account.

On the Forest Watcher desktop website, you can create a team and invite 
others to monitor an area together.

Add custom contextual data sets

Use the Forest Watcher desktop website to select which GFW contextual data 
layers you want to view in the mobile app.

1. Click on the Settings tab at the top of the page and then “Layers.”
2. Click on “Custom layers” to see the form for adding your own data.
3. Add a title, link, and description for your data. This feature works 
by linking tiles, hosted on an external web service, to Forest Watcher. 
Find out more about this feature by clicking the “i” icon.
4. Check the box next to “Add to team” if you want to share your data 
with your team and then click “ADD.” 

You can also add your own contextual data sets to view in the mobile app.


